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have raot yet de~ •

?ir places in the rackfem
sly Rico, which .sprang : to
7li wii&-«-.b.ig silver. strike
nterprise Mine, sf^jits to
urged littls in the years
m!.nJr<g abandoned it The

.till eyeing .what Its future

going to he « Colorado
i iywiiilite ar> other.;" town
En« Hdl ssays-, "Ow; tov^s
ite should b* gsskifid by the
ity thai Uves.-lhere ahd-isoi
ide investors. We don't
feel like the servants u?

town,
;«y not want .to grow-up.*-
ico Reaaissarjee, partners
ght «|i.<:foa« to thuse-quar-

xSS: mlHioa.
fte investors* and

call Rico A clas-
iopment op|Hirt»mty.: They
codd..ereate a walkahie,
sustaifl^bte community

to SiMJ.psw homes,
.t'utt opportunity. .The :tov,>«

ims»-;d Hp:by the '70s, /SOs
$. :Tfj&: town jast iA'<.u>t lo
ava.Ef io Jyhnsan, a Cortex
- 'with Strategic Design
;.he -latot in a long ^ line, of

^to do
: do&'t wa£t-,to .be-like Telia

B&f-SKJi:!

Spesial k> Th& Denver Post/ B»n Knight
'$1 of aboutSri Ha heyday, the inning iowr* :of. Rico boasted, a

5,QOD. tdi%,af.oufid 200 residents, live there,

months. '-'-.'''••.••'' . ' enough- old mining claims, spUi}»
...There.is Mcl^ring in town* Heft ters of land ea<& about 10 acres, to
says,: but plenty more goodwill, bfimrne ?.hfc absentee. Uvadlord rsf
Aud^the: atiernory ot whatever sonie iJOO to ..1.JOO s«res;! ^eyer
|iico«ns; left behM wbea:;tlvey: es- fully xttj-vayed, in; aad srmind Bi.cfj.
capcdio this, ghost town isi theSais . The most recent, big bay«r,vRico
Jn.sR Mosmtaias has .united- them ".'3£e.paissawec;? was the btalafthild of
ea^ugh to butt beads tor-'mor« ibaa: "M^nhattari tax attorney Jack
a:fea<k'With a series..oJ mitside ; '.Dsffosh, He gavs u|p life- in the Bsg
5i5vrcstor'groups. . . Apple' 36. live.-iti Tdlirdde, fout it

E«usHv stubborn ^boyt Bie.o'&iD'-. >vas JRlco IIG aad .bis 'tov«su!

fe ,̂::lhe tormerlowiier of
|̂ stati{B; m Hipp, would

"• Hriak -of ̂ S!̂  ®®& decline;;
li-itis populMiofa b^d dwindled';
^:; several tfioiiisasd to th«

. 'ti's 'bot-.'Ukfe they came 10 towa
'i?i^s :a.'-yi'skssi. they < |̂)fi: t»;;tom
isjr;|T!S5:k4: 3 l!>ii3Ck-.'*-.S93f^!Sn K.»n5;-
,:.-.,it:. i: ii^ 0j p ueieuta. Beesv?ax

'fisv?' :'|hejf/:^3iit' tft get
. f>vi?loptiie:nt rights) from

tie itbwa to wrap a bow OT\ Jllco

5 of the'piimps,
:, <mdl .he was basnM far

But, .
i.real est&fe• mvepxm t

'Texas to N5W Yorls;;

la' vowed ^ work
towjk, lie broitghiiB investors IV
Hmes.of Atlanta, OHe Swafdcy of
Phoenix' a»d Bill Baird oC fella-
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i. 'atjhe tto.
irivnjfg^oree -Duksifc died a
srs ago, Eicoans say th« otti-
sisrs- never show their laces
j. They did .not r«tunt tails'
.'he Denver . Post, . A

{• oould sot talk

these l

se of ;

,a re- ;

bvmch Of s£§t£er6d.,; toxic
IMt : ate worth little unless

-S:pi»ft-- trades ,v?ith
. fox ;our

. :
Forest Semes; not BieoRe-
•JCft."
ison says Rico ̂ Renaissance-
:d Kieo on : the .market for -a
: of years at $6 .roJl.liorv.to g&.
:i but had no takers. A mod
wet system, wluch the tqwa
sot have, but is ctmterapiat-
m).i<d certainly indr«a&e buy-
:rest, she says,
I altfue could be eiiougb rea-
r townspeople tt> opt to forgo
KK&rH amenity, IM3 says,
water supply is also a ques-

aarfc. Until th.e town makes.
«3 to its system aud joins t.h&
as Water' 'Conservancy- .Pis-
it can bareiy support its cur-
populafe, let alone any

h. Eftil says. .. ...... ;
sfre a small town. Our issues
4 small ," he says.
; cKiainpJe, tbere:,-. arc .':Uje.;
? meiafe;::j>o«ring ool.:^a Ion-
r two of tbf$;ofeJ «band«s«d
.complex on Ife. Dolores Eh'-
. mile north ; M towp. That

. :Pro5i?d.io«
cy is suing" a di««lw<l dorpo-
.1- aud th« estates ol tte corp<j-
a's d?;a<1 torBjer- officials un-
:ic Clean Water1 Act, Tliat-case
aggtag alflajg..:EPA enforce-

attoniey Slielrfoa Mulkr

And yrbtlc
ways are bigh
toupi pises to make a go of It: : :

:

tO WT5,"
.grow t
:get -oyex' .iis ^ger to see x«ls»t::::is:' '

Tbere i.s -,: j)Q.v|rocer y store, sx
: - i«i'tt)rt. ' , : : - : - ,

rockets-, -over. • tiie; : fe
.Eico lias a i ew;;ott?ef .-'̂ us
Hgli^:," ,such;f;a? -:iiie. .

:;: Ilv<?! • star : cir<?d!2rii;i als ; at the
tijxe GrUI. There is. the regionally
femftiis ..Rico- .lih«atre aad.-. Cafe>

during the suraiess.1, packs
twice. the town's population, to

hear th« J5kes of the Dixie Chicks.;
Hut l<y.n.n Lang, wfcose small .vid-

eo store fold&d.. now works' f^-

Rico R«nais$ian<L*e« She flays .she
wants someiM'1! tnore to feappec
here.

"The: 'town is dying. We've g<jt to
do s(«nelhir,g7 Lang says. "It's -too
hard to iriake^ HVlegfeere.":- ":.'• •; : : : ;

The; town's 'master pi&V •«rhlch:

Ricw'--Hft'naissance. isJ trying ' to
aroe«4 •• esyMoiis \Ustf as many
aew iibm:esv:»:a ;tft :&H)> :and mostly
smgle-f amiijv: fam^, '-with- SOH.M?

aSoBg .; the main
.
niag CommissUm lield- a lieanag on
:||̂ de^eJ&p<efs! ^opp?^ .Msil ^e

"'•liaa: it willcftatiihie it' in !isi
ary, .

All-bat W:>w of .the :6D people:
who, jammed, tot ree's., seJil*

Dt'. '.'loiters x . .were
m thsar '

But -aa ojra^i" of onfc of: the • ; _ _ _ . .
pretty . homes ID. ilk riew Stiver
Siafi^/iubdiyi^n, wbkh is ahtmt
•all Hico teaissaiice has f '—

lor .its eight years in town,
soinicwhai nervously to his
the 0ieetiQg. After apologiv-i
tew tj.rnes &>r being just'-a-new
er,.Eiehard GardeMa saidrx -

°r, csjae .here :.k«':aHse I d
like a Ug .Noslljf^ster
rqhment..'. B«t ;a- tovsn
liquor stor* ami a Conoco, '
little. too smaH !or:rne"' .

. Woaldri't a music stcrc Be
he -a^wl No vespons :̂. ;.
..Most Rieoans, however,

want their own school.' Thi>

. miles' a day
cy csTiyo

passes to
fide- or Dolores, " ':::;;:

Thft town is "voting :

Whether to leave Dolores
School Disiriet to joijv'tJhe

Tellisride "Sehod-
s: might help s«ppo:rt-. a

fifth grftcis. The
trict would ««t. . . .

The town wsiit^to grow some,
and slowly, "Hei.^iys, fttit it :<

. not want to play host to
;of e$-»ndos ow«ed by rich
: wbo mily visit; a fe'w-w*eks-a;'yfflsl.

No*', .he says; doe Hico:want.to be
lionie to big apartment ::
shelter.:-,.-fpr. the bar^
fii)d--i30nsiii w«rk?u«les- of

e. • :
y til town, such

as Eeil, hope 3&t :te Trust
Public Lanffe wiE
ing .federal funding

::,tbe

ti such -aCtf*
s on fed. Moualaui P^

Si! vertoa and Oura|: . , '« ;;
Johnso».$itys that :<,'p;i

if Uie.^Sci1sVi
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